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policy of peace at any price was no less distasteful to his son, who nursed romantic ideas of military glory. He longed for England to play an honourable part in the European conflagration which broke out in 1618 and was known to later ages as the Thirty Years War.
An English princess was involved in that conflagration. Charles's only surviving sister, Elizabeth, popular, spirited, and clever, had married in 1613 the Prince Elector of the Palatinate, a rash young man of the Calvinist persuasion. In 1617 he had accepted the crown of Bohemia from the Protestant rebels who had refused to acknowledge the Catholic Emperor Ferdinand as their sovereign. The Emperor could depend on the alliance of Spain, so the Elector was soon driven out of Bohemia and his own principality of the Palatinate as well. He and his English wife and their numerous children had to take refuge in Holland and call on all Englishmen and Protestants for support, and on those who feared the Emperor and Spain.
Here was a nice quandary for King James. He loved his daughter and wanted to save her from exile and ruin, but all his life he had avoided war; and, moreover, for the last ten years he had been trying to build up an alliance with Spain and marry his son to a Spanish princess. That such a match was hated by the majority of his subjects did not trouble him. He merely despised their ignorance and fanaticism. But now popular sympathy with the Princess Palatine, and the feeling that the Government ought to " do something " about her, grew so strong that James decided to demand her reinstatement as part of